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RESOURCES

Government Agencies
Colorado Water Conservation Board
http://cwcb.state.co.us/Pages/CWCBHome.aspx

Colorado Division of Water Resources
https://cdnr.us/#/division/DWR

Colorado Department of Natural Resources
https://cdnr.us/#/start

Water Festivals & Events
City of Aurora
https://www.auroragov.org/LivingHere/Educa-
tion/WaterEducation/WaterFieldTrips/

City of Boulder
http://www.keepitcleanpartnership.org/pollution-
prevention/teachers/operation-water-festival/

City of Fort Collins
http://www.fcgov.com/utilities/community-educa-
tion/youth/water-festival

City of Greeley
https://www.facebook.com/GreeleyWaterFest?s
k=wall&filter=3

Western Colorado (Grand Junction)
https://www.facebook.com/
cowaterfestival?fref=nf

City of Denver
http://www.denverwater.org/EducationOutreach/
WaterFestival/Teachers/

Cities of Northglenn, Thornton, Westminster
http://youthwaterfestival.blogspot.com/

Independent Websites
Project WET (Water Education for Teachers)
http://www.coloradowaterwise.org/

Colorado Foundation for Water Education
https://www.yourwatercolorado.org/

Colorado Alliance for Environmental Education 
(CAEE)
https://www.caee.org/

The Colorado Water Plan is an ex-
ample of how government works. 
It is working to solve a problem 
that we know we will be facing in 
the years to come. It shows how 
different areas of the state can 
work together to develop a flexible, 
evolving plan.

Discuss with your students the 
role government plays in their life.  
Have them list what Colorado Wa-
ter Conservation Board is respon-
sible for doing for the citizens of 
our state. Discuss why it might be 
important for a government agency 
to have these responsibilities. 
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This page explains some of the 
water challenges facing our state. 
Have your students write a sum-
mary of theses challenges and have 
them explain why it is important 
for us to meet these challenges. 

Math Activities Answers
1. 5 x 500,000 = 2,500,000
2. 7 x 500,000 =3,500,000
3. 3,500,000 - 2,500,000 = 

1,000,000
4. 325,851 / 5 = 65,170 gallons per 

person
5. 325.951 / 7 = 45,550 gallons per 

person
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This page introduces some terms: 
interstate water compact and doc-
trine of prior appropriation. These 
are big terms, but if you have the 
students define each word it makes 
them easier to understand. Doc-
trine of prior appropriation has 
been compared to season Bronco 
tickets. If you bought season tickets 
in the 1960s then you have some 
of the better seats in the stadium. 
People who buy new season tickets 
today can only get those that are 
up high far away from the players, 
if they can get them at all.

Page 4,5 & 6
Pull out your state topography map 
when you go over these pages. See 
if your students can find each of 
the basins on the map. Have them 
list the rivers found in each basin. 
See if they can identify the differ-
ent types of terrain in each basin. 
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This page show some of the recom-
mendations made in the plan. The 
one your students could really help 
with is in the area of conservation. 
Have your students brainstorm 
ideas for conserving water at their 
school, home and community.
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Answers:
If your family uses an acre-foot of 
water in a year (325,851 gallons) 
how much water will they save us-
ing 10% less water? 32,585 gallons

If your family can do things that 
will result in using 20% less
water, how many gallons of water 
would be saved? 65,170

Comments, questions, suggestions and 
feedback about the Colorado Reader are 
welcome.

Contact: Colorado Reader Publisher:
Colorado Foundation for Agriculture

Bette Blinde, Director 
P.O. Box 10

Livermore, CO 80536, 
Phone (970) 881-2902

bblinde@growingyourfuture.com



This reader helps you achieve the following standards with your students:

Colorado Academic Standards 
SCIENCE Standard 2: Life Science: GLE-4. Analyze the relationship between structure and function in living 
systems at a variety of organizational levels, and recognize living systems’ dependence on natural selection 
1. All living things share similar characteristics, but they also have differences that can be described and clas-
sified; 2. There is interaction and interdependence between and among living and nonliving components of 
ecosystems.
GLE-6. 1. Changes in environmental conditions can affect the survival of individual organisms, populations, 
and entire species; 2. Organisms interact with each other and their environment in various ways that create a 
flow of energy and cycling of matter in an ecosystem
SCIENCE Standard 3: Earth System Science: GLE-4. 
Evaluate evidence that Earth’s geosphere, atmosphere, hydrosphere, and biosphere interact as a complex 
system; Describe how humans are dependent on the diversity of resources provided by Earth and Sun.
GLE-6. 1. Complex interrelationships exist between Earth’s structure and natural processes that over time are 
both constructive and destructive. 2. Water on Earth is distributed and circulated through oceans, glaciers, 
rivers, groundwater, and the atmosphere.
SOCIAL STUDIES GLE-4.
1.  History: 1. Organize a sequence of events to understand the concepts of chronology and cause and effect 
in the history of Colorado; 2. The historical eras, individuals, groups, ideas, and themes in Colorado history 
and their relationships to key events in the United States
2.  Geography: 1. Use several types of geographic tools to answer questions about the geography of Colorado; 
2. Connections within and across human and physical systems are developed
3.  Economics: 1. People respond to positive and negative incentives; 2. The relationship between choice and 
opportunity cost  (PFL)
4.  Civics: 1. Analyze and debate multiple perspectives on an issue; 2. The origins, structure, and functions of 
the Colorado government 

Core Curriculum State Standards 
ELA-LITERACY
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.L.4
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context 
clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appro-
priate.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.1
Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRI.R.1
Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing infer-
ences from the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRI.R.3
Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what hap-
pened and why, based on specific information in the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRF.R3a
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.
a. Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology 
(e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRF.R4
Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.


