
Teacher’s Guide
Ag in the Classroom - Helping the Next Generation Understand Their Connection to Agriculture

Wildlife and Agriculture Reader
Additional Resources

Government Agencies
http://cpw.state.co.us/learn/Pages/
TeacherResources.aspx provides 
a list of various resources available 
from Parks and Wildlife. From teacher 
workshops to archery classes to 
wildlife skulls and pelts this site has in 
classroom and field trip resources.

Other Resources
agclassroom.org
This is the national website for Agricul-
ture in the Classroom programs from 
across the nation. A site search will 
bring up a variety of lessons, books, 
videos and links.

growingyourfuture.com - connects you 
to Colorado’s Agriculture in the Class-
room program. A variety of resources 
are available at this site including past 
Colorado Readers. Be sure to check 
out the new Matrix of agriculture and 
natural resource lessons.

INTRODUCTION:
The wildlife of our state is owned 
by the citizens of our state. Because 
farms and ranches offer open space 
and food, wildlife are often found on 
this private property. The Parks and 
Wildlife Department, working with 
farmers and ranchers, can benefit 
wildlife. 

This reader introduces students to 
how this partnership sometimes 
works. It also shares with them vari-
ous careers in natural resources. Here 
is some information about Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife.

Mission
The mission of Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife is to perpetuate the wildlife 
resources of the state, to provide a 
quality state parks system, and to 
provide enjoyable and sustainable 
outdoor recreation opportunities 
that educate and inspire current and 

future generations to serve as active 
stewards of Colorado’s natural re-
sources.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife is a na-
tionally recognized leader in conserva-
tion, outdoor recreation and wildlife 
management. The agency manages 42 
state parks, all of Colorado’s wildlife, 
more than 300 state wildlife areas and 
a host of recreational programs. CPW 
issues hunting and fishing licenses, 
conducts research to improve wildlife 
management activities, protects high 
priority wildlife habitat through ac-
quisitions and partnerships, provides 
technical assistance to private and 
other public landowners concerning 
wildlife and habitat management and 
develops programs to understand, 
protect and recover threatened and 
endangered species.  

CPW also administers the state’s trail 
program and registers boats, snow-
mobiles, off-highway vehicles and 
river outfitters. Parks and Wildlife 
employees and their partners work 
together to provide ongoing and 
outstanding customer service through 
recreational programs, amenities, and 
services. Regulations are established 
by the Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
Commission. 
 
History
Colorado Parks and Wildlife used to 
be two separate agencies:  Colorado 
Division of Wildlife and Colorado State 

Parks. The two agencies merged in 
2011 to become Colorado Division of 
Parks and Wildlife, currently known 
as Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW). 
In 1897, The Department of Forestry, 
Game and Fish was created. Then in 
1899, the Colorado Game and Fish 
Department was established. In 1957, 
the Department of Natural Resources 
was created. The Division of Parks and 
Recreation (referred to as Colorado 
State Parks) was first established in 
1959.  In 1963, the Game and Fish 
Department, and Department of Parks 
and Recreation merged to form the 
Division of Game, Fish and Parks until 
1972 when they separated again be-
coming Colorado Division of Wildlife 
and Colorado Division of Parks and 
Recreation (Colorado State Parks).
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Identify the animals:

Black-footed Ferret
Bighorn Sheep
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Identify the animals

Greater-Sage grouse
Pronghorn
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Fill in the blank activity:
Yesterday I was walking down by 
the river. There was an angler 
releasing a fish back into the river.  
She said she had caught the fish 
and was going to release it back 
into the river. She showed me the 
fish. It had beautiful colors on its 
sides. I asked her, “What type of 
fish is it?” She said, “This species 
of fish is trout.”  

I asked her, “Where was the fish 
in the river?” She said the deep 
pools of water by the stream bank 
provided good habitat for the 

Comments, questions, suggestions 
and feedback about the Colorado 

Reader are welcome.
Contact: Colorado Foundation for 

Agriculture
Bette Blinde, Director

PO Box 10 Livermore, CO 80536
Phone 970-881-2902

bblinde@growingyourfuture.com
www.growingyourfuture.com



fish. She said fishing was one of 
her favorite forms of recreation. 
As we stood there talking, a man in 
a uniform walked up to us. He was 
the district wildlife manager who 
is also a peace officer. After he 
had checked the angler’s fishing 
license, I asked him, “How much 
education do you need to be a 
wildlife manager?” He said he at-
tended the university for six years 
and had his Master’s Degree in 
wildlife biology. 
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The next few pages describe 
selected natural resource 
careers.

CPW has a wide range of employ-
ment needs, from wildlife officers 
and researchers to clerical and sup-
port personnel such as:   

• Accounting
• Administrative Assistant
• Biologist
• Customer Service
• District Wildlife Manager
• Education Coordinator
• Engineer
• Fish Hatchery Technician
• GIS Specialist
• Management
• Marketing
• Park Resource Technician
• Property Technician
• Public Information Officer
• State Park Ranger
• Veterinarian
• Wildlife Researcher

Many positions require a four-
year degree in biology or natural 
resources. Temporary jobs, intern-
ships, and volunteering are a good 
path for students or others consid-
ering a career in wildlife manage-
ment. Additional job descriptions 
can be found at cpw.state.co.us/
aboutus/Pages/Jobs.

The term terrestrial in biology is 
generally used to describe living 
organisms that live and grow on 
land.
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Answers may vary somewhat 

wildlife biology
The study and/or management of 
wild animals and their habitats.

animal science
The study of the biology of ani-
mals that are under the control of 
humans

agronomy
The science and technology of pro-
ducing and using plants for food, 
fuel, fiber, and land reclamation.

ecology
The scientific analysis and study of 
interactions among organisms and 
their environment
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Answers will vary. On the first one 
they should identify good skills at 
working with the public as being 
important.

Additional Activities
Activity: Discuss the differences 
between wildlife and domestic 
animals. Have your students write 
a comparative statement that 
demonstrates their understanding 
of wildlife versus domestic animals.

Activity: Have students write a 
description of wildlife they have 
seen (either in person or online, in 
movies, etc).

Wildlife & Agriculture 2015 Standards:
National Agricultural Literacy Outcomes 
(NALO):
Plants and Animals for Food, Fiber & 
Energy Outcomes 
Science: Understand the concept of 
stewardship and identify ways farmers/
ranchers care for soil, water, plants, and 
animals; Provide examples of specific 

ways farmers/ranchers meet the needs 
of animals.
Culture, Society, Economy & Geography 
Outcomes 
Social Studies: Understand the agricul-
tural history of an individual’s specific 
community and/or state 

Colorado Academic Standards
GLE.6.2010
Social Studies Standard 3. Economics. 
EO. b. Explore how different economic 
systems affect job and career options 
and the population’s standards of living
EO. C. Use economic reasoning to 
explain why certain careers are more 
common in one region than in another 
and how specialization results in more 
interdependence

CCSS ELA-Literacy
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.L.4: Determine 
or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases by 
using context clues, analyzing meaning-
ful word parts, and consulting general 
and specialized reference materials, as 
appropriate.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.1: Read 
closely to determine what the text says 
explicitly and to make logical inferences 
from it; cite specific textual evidence 
when writing or speaking to support 
conclusions drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRI.R.1: Refer to 
details and examples in a text when ex-
plaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRI.R.3: Explain 
events, procedures, ideas, or concepts 
in a historical, scientific, or technical 
text, including what happened and why, 
based on specific information in the 
text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRF.R3a: 3. Know 
and apply grade-level phonics and word 
analysis skills in decoding words. a. Use 
combined knowledge of all letter-sound 
correspondences, syllabication pat-
terns, and morphology (e.g., roots and 
affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar 
multisyllabic words in context and out 
of context.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRF.R4: Read with 
sufficient accuracy and fluency to sup-
port comprehension


