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Additional Resources

growingyourfuture.com - connects 
you to Colorado’s Agriculture in the 
Classroom program. A variety of re-
sources are available at this site. Need 
a lesson about food, fiber & more? Go 
to: http://agclassroom.org/colorado/
matrix/

Skillathon Quiz Bowl
http://www.pork.org/youth-and-edu-
cation/skillathon-quiz-bowl/
From county fairs to larger pigs shows 
on a national level, there are always 
opportunities for youth education. 
Many exhibitions have skillathon or 
quiz bowl competitions built into their 
events. The Pork Checkoff has created 
a downloadable resource for teachers, 
Extension personal and other lead-
ers to use for organizing these types 
of competitions. Resources for both 
skillathons and quiz bowls are divided 
into three age categories: junior, 
Intermediate and senior. A variety of 
subject areas are addressed, including 
breeding, animal well-being, swine 
health and other key topics.

Producers Pigs and Pork Video 
Producers, Pigs and Pork is a set of 
five lessons that addresses our food 
supply system and focuses on pork 
production. It includes a variety of 
lessons and activities which enhance 
standards and skills. Best practices 
and multiple teaching techniques are 
used in Producers, Pigs and Pork to 
provide a meaningful learning experi-
ence for students as they gain knowl-
edge about pork and our food supply.

Amazing Pig DVD
Watch the Amazing Pig video to learn 
about everything you ever wanted to 
know about pig.
These video can be ordered at:
http://www.pork.org/youth-and-edu-
cation/educational-materials-videos/

Introduction
Food animal producers’ livelihoods 
depend on the well being and per-
formance of their livestock.  To do 
anything short of providing the best, 
humane care possible would be self-
defeating.

Producers use science as a basis for 
their animal husbandry practices. 
Producers invest significant costs in  
housing facilities, feeding systems and 
other items of infrastructure.  They  
recognize that science evolves as new 
research discovers better ways to care 
for animals, it may take time for pro-
ducers to implement changes  their 
own farming operation.

Addressing animal welfare in isola-
tion without consideration of animal 
health, food safety, and the environ-
ment is not wise and will lead to unin-
tended consequences. Each of these 
other areas must also be addressed 
simultaneously in a way that ensures 
an effective balance without sacrific-
ing  critical points and that maintains 
the pork operation’s susainability.

Specific treatments and procedures 
(i.e., vaccination, weaning, tail dock-
ing, etc.) are performed for specific 
health and welfare benefits for the 
animal. They can be short-term stress-
ors, however they provide long-term 
welfare, health and management ben-
efits to individual animals and 

their herd mates. 

The National Pork Board has an 
Animal Welfare Committee that is 
charged with using producer checkoff 
funds to review the science of animal 
welfare, to relate that science to pro-
duction practices and to inform the 
producer about the latest, scientifi-
cally sound swine husbandry practices 
that can be implemented on farms.  
National Pork Board has been fully 
supportive of adding to the scientific 
knowledge about animal welfare in all 
phases of pork production.

The industry also has a “Swine Care 
Handbook” that is the guideline for 
producers regarding animal care.  The 
Swine Care Handbook is based on the 
current scientific research and exten-
sion literature for animal science, 
veterinary medicine, and agricultural 
engineering.

PAGE 2 Answers
Use the word(s) to the left and 

choose the best word to fill in the 
blanks below.

1. The large swine in the picture 
above is a sow.

2. The small swine in the picture 
above are called piglets.

3. The group of small swine 
pictured above are called a 
litter or farrow.

4. The small swine pictured above 
are nursing the sow. 

5. Hogs, pigs, piglets are 
collectively called swine.

6. A sow is pregnant for about 3 
months, 3 weeks and 3 days.

7. A male pig is called either a 
boar or a barrow.

8. A female pig is called either a 
gilt or a sow. 

Comments, questions, suggestions 
and feedback about the Colorado 

Reader are welcome.
Contact: Colorado Foundation for 

Agriculture
Bette Blinde, Director

PO Box 10 Livermore, CO 80536
Phone 970-881-2902

bblinde@growingyourfuture.com
www.growingyourfuture.com



This reader helps you achieve the fol-
lowing standards with your students:

PAGE 6 Answers
1. glue 2. plastics 3. chalk 4. cement
5.crayons 6. glass 7. buttons 8. gloves
9. shoes 10. pet food

PAGE 7 Answers
1. What is a male pig called? boar
2. What is a female pig called? sow
3. What are baby pigs called? piglets
4. Describe one thing Minda does in 

her job: Answers may vary but some 
of the thing she does includes:
• supervise six sow farms north of 

Holyoke, Colorado. 
• work with each farm crew to 

accomplish daily tasks and  goals
• oversee 41 employees who care 

for 14,000 sows.
• 
National Ag Literacy Outcomes:
Plants and Animals for Food, Fiber & 
Energy Outcomes 
Science: Understand the concept 
of stewardship and identify ways 
farmers/ranchers care for soil, wa-

ter, plants, and animals; 
Identify animals involved in 
agricultural production and 
their uses (i.e., work, meat, 

dairy, eggs); Identify the importance 
of natural resources (e.g., sun, soil, 
water, minerals) in farming 
Health: Identify examples of feed/
food products eaten by animals and 
people 
Food, Health, and Lifestyle Outcomes
Social Studies: Diagram the path of 
production for a processed product, 
from farm to table 
Health: Identify food sources of re-
quired food nutrients 
Culture, Society, Economy & Geogra-
phy Outcomes  Social Studies: Explain 
the value of agriculture and how it is 
important in daily life; Understand the 
agricultural history of an individual’s 
specific community and/or state 
Colorado Academic Standards
CCSS ELA-Literacy
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.L.4: Deter-
mine or clarify the meaning of un-
known and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases by using context clues, 
analyzing meaningful word parts, and 
consulting general and specialized 
reference materials, as appropriate.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.1: Read 
closely to determine what the text 
says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences from it; cite specific textual 
evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the 
text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRI.R.1: Refer to 
details and examples in a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly 
and when drawing inferences from 
the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRI.R.3: Explain 
events, procedures, ideas, or concepts 
in a historical, scientific, or technical 
text, including what happened and 
why, based on specific information in 
the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRF.R3a: 3. Know 
and apply grade-level phonics and 
word analysis skills in decoding words. 
a. Use combined knowledge of all 
letter-sound correspondences, syllabi-
cation patterns, and morphology (e.g., 
roots and affixes) to read accurately 
unfamiliar multisyllabic words in con-
text and out of context.

Large fans are used 
to cool the barns.

Barns are power 
washed and cleaned 
before hogs move in.

Misters spray water to 
help keep hogs cool 

on hot days.

Heat lamps help 
keep piglets warm.

Hogs can drink fresh 
water anytime from a 

water nipple. 

Feed is being 
pumped into feeders 

in the barn.

Bins outside the hog 
barns hold feed for 

the hogs.

Clean coveralls and 
sanitizing boots is part 

of biosecurity.

Veterinarian washing 
her hands before she 

treats a hog.


