
Cattle in Colorado History
Description:  This non-fiction book shares the story of history of cattle in Colorado in 
the past and today.

National Agriculture Literacy Outcomes of Cattle in Colorado History:
• Discuss similarities and differences in food, clothing, shelter, and fuel sources 

among world cultures
• Understand the concept of stewardship and identify ways farmers/ranchers care 

for soil, water, plants, and animals
• Provide examples of specific ways farmers/ranchers meet the needs of animals
• Distinguish between renewable and non-renewable resources used in the produc-

tion of food, feed, fuel, fiber (fabric or clothing) and shelter
• Explain the costs associated with producing and purchasing food
• Diagram the path of production for a processed product, from farm to table

Time:  45 minutes
Grade level: 4th – 5th

Materials:  Books and activity supplies provided by Colorado Foundation for Agriculture ~ Agriculture in the Classroom (AITC) and 
Colorado CattleWomen.

Materials included:
- Book for each student
- Order form for materials to give to teachers
- Food, Fiber & More Summer Institute form to give to teachers
- Participation Form to have teacher fill out

Note: This book and other resources are on website: www.growingyourfuture.com, click on Colorado Literacy Project participants 
resources on the left side of the front page. You can connect via the Internet and show the book on a screen or white board as you 
are reading the books to the students. When you contact the school find out if you can use the screen or white board. There are also 
PowerPoints on the website that Jo Stanko developed on identifying cattle and reading brands. 

Part I: Introduction and Reading - 30 minutes
1. Briefly introduce yourself and your connection to agriculture. Bring props, crop samples or photos of your farm, equipment or 

animals.
2. Note. You won’t have time to read the entire book. We recommend two of the sections you cover are “Raising Cattle Today” on 

pages 11 & 12, and “Caring for Animals” on page 14. Make sure each student has their copy when you Introduce the book by 
saying, “I am going to read parts of this informational book:  “Cattle in Colorado History.”  Ask the students, “What do you think 
this title means?” Direct them to the pages you wish so they can read along with you. After reading the sections explain that 
they will have more time to read their book and do the activities later. 

3. Show off the picture on the cover. Ask the students “What do you think is represented in the pictured on the cover?” 
4. Read the sections of the book you have chosen.  Take your time reading and make sure you cover the information on the pages.  

Answer questions that you feel comfortable answering.  It is okay to say you don’t know the answer to something.

Note: There are a variety of activities you can do with the students throughout the book. 
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Part 2: Activity - 15 minutes
There are a variety of activities in the book you can work with the students.  Look through it and choose some to use 
with the students. We have included the teacher’s guide. 

Jo Stanko also developed lessons on how ranchers identify cattle. She developed PowerPoint presentations for the 
lessons. The are on our website: www.growingyourfuture.com. You can download them or access them via the Internet. 
They are in the section called Colorado Literacy Project Resources on the front page.

Ranchers need to be able to identify one animal from another for many reasons: age, health, breeding purposes and 
to be able to pass this information on when they are sold. The simplest way to identify one animal from another is by 
using ear tags. These are not required by law and each rancher determines the system which will be used. Some ranch-
ers identify their calves each year in the order they are born.  A new law has been passed which requires that animals 
be given a permanent number that goes with the animal each time it moves.  The first numbers of this long number 
indicate the country and state. These electronic tags can be read with a wand which will send the number to a comput-
er. Sometimes it’s easy to tell one rancher’s cattle from its neighbor’s. (When they are different breeds.) But how does a 
rancher tell his cattle from another’s if they’re of the same breed?  A brand is a logo, assigned to each ranch. In Colora-
do, the law requires that ranchers use a permanent identifier on each animal which is registered to each ranch.  It shows 
ownership.  

The reading brands PowerPoint goes through how to read brands. The last slide asks them to identify these brands. 

Part 3: Wrap Up - 5 minutes

• Discuss with the students why cattle are important. They provide us with a nutrient dense food: beef, they provide 
us with many co-products such as leather, they can be used to manage grasslands, they can be raised on land that is 
too high, too rough, too cold, and too dry to raise crops.

At the conclusion of your visit please give the teacher:
  CFA Order Form so they can order additional materials
 Food, Fiber & More Summer Ag Institute Form **
 (You can guarantee the teacher a scholarship if they  
 want to attend, but space is limited.)
 Participation Form  for teacher to fill out.  Either you or the teacher can 
 mail it back to:

Colorado Foundation for Agriculture
PO Box 10
Livermore, CO 80536

More Accurate Ag Books can be found at:
http://www.agfoundation.org/bookdb/index.php?action=home

Check List
• Contact the teacher before 

your visit to make sure stu-
dents have pencils available to 
do the activities.

• If you plan to use a white/smart 
board, check with the teacher 
beforehand. Share with him/
her the link so they can make 
sure it works.

• Complete participation form 
and return it to Colorado   
Foundation for Ag.
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1. Circle D
2. Half diamond X  or 

open A X
3. Running B
4. Quarter Circle B
5. Crazy F
6. Rocking M
7. Tumbling E
8. L lazy R
9. Swinging X
10. W Bench

11. Reverse F
12. Dragging M
13. Rafter X
14. T up T down  or up and 

down T
15. Rocking A
16. A quarter circle
17. Swinging  O
18. Goose egg
19. Walking A
20. Lazy B J

Answers



Can you read these brands?
Identify the brands below by writing on the lines below what they mean.  

1. ______________________________________

2. ______________________________________

3. ______________________________________

4. ______________________________________

5. ______________________________________

6. ______________________________________

7. ______________________________________

8. ______________________________________

9. ______________________________________

10. ______________________________________

11. ______________________________________

12. ______________________________________

13. ______________________________________

14. ______________________________________

15. ______________________________________

16. ______________________________________

17. ______________________________________

18. ______________________________________

19. ______________________________________

20. ______________________________________


